
 
 
POSITION: Shipwright 
 
REPORTS TO: Fleet Captain and Waterfront Program Manager 
 
Scope: 
Chesapeake Bay Maritime Museum (CBMM) is dedicated to preserving and exploring the history, 
environment and culture of the Chesapeake Bay region, and making this resource available to all. As an 
educational institution, staff fulfills CBMM’s mission, goals and vision, working individually and 
collaboratively to encourage the public’s access to our collections, programs, and resources. 
 
The Shipyard is a working exhibit of Chesapeake Bay wooden boat building and restoration, open to the 
public seven days a week and staffed by CBMM employees and volunteers. The Shipyard restores builds 
and maintains traditional wooden vessels while allowing full public access to the process.  
 
Minimum Requirements: 

● A minimum of 5 years’ experience in traditional wooden boat construction and/or restoration.  

● Project management skills allowing for the management of both shipwrights and apprentices 
(Teaching or education experience preferred) 

● Ability to provide all necessary hand tools, exercise proficiency in use and maintenance of wood 
shop machinery.  

● Possess the knowledge and ability to identify and fabricate quality large timber products. ( 
Crane, forklift, basic rigging, and metal fabrication experience is a plus)  

● Good communication skills along with the aptitude to teach your skills to volunteers apprentices 
and the general public.  Must be comfortable building in full public view, interfacing and 
interpreting to patrons daily. 

 
Principal Responsibilities (Essential Functions):  
 
The two main elements of the job are floating fleet and apprentice program management. 
 

1. Floating Fleet Management: CBMM owns and maintains a fleet of 13 historic wooden boats. 
The Shipwright is responsible for: 

● Maintenance of the floating fleet as operation exhibits. 

● Developing maintenance schedules; plan and document all maintenance activities. 

● Developing 1-2 year project plans for floating fleet refit projects 
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2. Delaware Restoration: 

The Delaware, a tugboat originally built in Bethel, Delaware, is a rare example of a typical early 20th 
century wooden river tug.  Built in 1912 by William H Smith it may be one of two survivors of the notable 
boatyard.  Delaware hauled scows often laden with lumber and towed ram schooners up and down the 
Eastern Shore’s narrow, winding rivers. 

The Shipwright is responsible for overseeing and leading the keel up restoration of Delaware, utilizing 
the project as a tool for apprentice education, a living exhibit and the primary focus of CBMMs floating 
fleet refit goals. 

● Budget development and management 

● Lumber and hardware allocation 

● Timeline development and management 

● All construction needs 

● In tandem with Shipyard Education Manager, manage and mentor CBMM Shipwright 
Apprentices 

All such other duties as are necessary for the operation of CBMM or as assigned by the President or 
Shipyard Manager; assist other staff as needed with technical issues or special projects. 
 
This is a full time, non-exempt, hourly position with an expected minimum work schedule of 40 hours 
per week.  
 
All staff is expected to be available to work a flexible schedule that may include evenings, weekends, 
holidays and CBMM Festivals. 
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